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Vibrant arts facility for Wellington Town 

Hall in memory of Lloyd Morrison 
 

Monday 12 September, 2022 

 

Wellington: Infratil, H.R.L. Morrison & Co ("Morrison & Co") and the Lloyd Morrison Trust are 

delighted to announce their support of the national music centre in memory of a passionate 

Wellingtonian and the founder of Morrison & Co and Infratil, Lloyd Morrison.   

 

Their joint donation will see the former Ilott Theatre in Wellington Town Hall named the 

Lloyd Morrison Theatre. The Theatre will be a premier venue for music, including a foyer, 

practice rooms, a recording suite, in-house sounds and lighting, and a performance space 

with up to 200 seats on the corner of Wakefield Street and Michael Fowler Lane. 

 

Rob Morrison, Chair of Morrison & Co and a trustee of the Lloyd Morrison Trust, said, "My 

brother had a great love of the performing arts, especially music, and was immensely proud 

of the creative work of New Zealand's performing artists. He was always determined that 

Wellingtonians should have access to the best music in the country. I hope this new Theatre 

inspires many new generations of musicians to share their incredible talent long into the 

future." 

 

Chair of the national music centre fundraising campaign, Dame Kerry Prendergast, thanked 

the donors for their generous support.  

 

“I am delighted that this prominent space in the Wellington Town Hall will take the name of 

one of Wellington and New Zealand’s truly inspirational people. 

 

“Lloyd was a great friend to me personally, to Wellington, and to the arts in general. The 

generous support from Morrison & Co, Infratil, and the Lloyd Morrison Trust will provide a 

fitting legacy for Lloyd.  I thank them most sincerely for their contribution to the project. It 

takes the total raised to $21 million of our $30 million target.” 

 

Alison Gerry, Chair of Infratil, said, "This has been a wonderful opportunity for us to come 

together to support the valuable role our performing artists make to Wellington's culture. 

Our gift is testament to our shared belief in the importance of accessibility of the arts to our 

community and the ability of our city to nurture and support talented musicians in a 

stunning new facility."  

 

This national music centre is a collaboration, between Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University 

of Wellington, the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra (NZSO) and the Wellington City 

Council. The centre will be based around a resilient and redeveloped Wellington Town Hall.   
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The NZSO and the University’s New Zealand School of Music—Te Kōkī (NZSM) will be based 

in the centre which will offer a vibrant community facility that will support greater access to 

music and the arts, with lunchtime concerts, public lectures, workshops, seminars and art 

displays. The centre will be a national space for musical innovation and collaboration and will 

have world-class acoustics and state-of-the-art orchestral sound recording facilities. This is 

expected to strengthen New Zealand’s post-production film industry, as well as providing 

increased live digital broadcast opportunities for the whole country. 

 

Professor Sally Jane Norman, Director of NZSM, said the gift is fitting and one of great 

significance. 

 

“The national music centre is an exciting initiative that will provide a vibrant community 

facility, along with a home for the NZSO and New Zealand School of Music—Te Kōkī, New 

Zealand’s top-ranked music school.  

 

“I’m look forward to introducing NZSM students to the Lloyd Morrison Theatre.” 

 

The Lloyd Morrison Theatre will open when the Wellington Town Hall opens, due to be in 

early 2025. 

 

Ends. 

 

 

Media contact: 

Anthea Cudworth 

Communications Director, Morrison & Co 

Anthea.Cudworth@hrlmorrison.com  

NZ: +64 4 473 2399 

AU: +61 4 1400 6890 

 

 

About Infratil 

Infratil is an infrastructure investment company investing in businesses in digital infrastructure, 

renewables and social infrastructure. Infratil was one of the world's first listed infrastructure funds when 

it was established and listed on the New Zealand Exchange in 1994. It is also listed on the Australian 

Stock Exchange. Its active management style has delivered post-tax returns for shareholders of 18.7% 

per year since inception. For more information, visit www.infratil.com.  

 

About Morrison & Co 

Morrison & Co is a global infrastructure investment management specialist, founded in 1988. It manages 

multiple client mandates, with total funds under management of NZ$25.3 billion at 30 June 2022. 

Morrison & Co is a pioneer in innovative infrastructure investing, supporting businesses that help 

enhance the lives of local communities. Morrison & Co is set apart by a management style that 

integrates deep industry specialisation with financial and transactional expertise.  For more information, 

visit www.hrlmorrison.com. 
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